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Summary

The ruins of Lowther Castle, its massive stables A scholar of Wordsworth (whose father was steward at
and over 20 astonishing hidden gardens will soon Lowt her ) r emar ktésdronic that degpide8eats h a t
open to the public for the first time. In 2009, the of neglect, the site now better evokes the romantic ideal that 5
Northwest Regional Development Agency and inspired its constructi onThg hanl]
European Regional Development Fund approved place is often described as a magical landscape. There are
plans for a £9 million project at Lowther to create a therefore no plans to rebuild the castle, only to distil its status
major new visitor attraction in the Lake District. by enhancing the qualities of the site, expressed in many

layers and dimensions through time: garden design of the
Lowther Castle and Gardens are in the north of the 17th century, architecture, enlightenment and exploitation of
Lake District National Park, four miles from the M6 the 18th century, culture and class of the 19th century,
junction 40. The 130 acre, Grade II* listed site turmoil and change of the 20th century.
contains the remnants of at least three significant
buildings, and of gardens that represent 400 years After 20 years of work to find ways to bring the castle and
of garden history incl udi ngardentodife, plans @eagautdotakeshape. The
greatest 17th century gardens. The Castle and development will take place in phases. From 2011 visitors
Gardens are at the centre of the 3,500 acre will be able to see the gardens being uncovered and repairs
Lowther Park, the heart of a 75,000 acre estate in action. The Project will be complete in 2014, the first step
that has been inhabited for 5,000 years. It has of a journey of rediscovery and renaissance that will continue
been the seat of the Lowther family, the Earls of for many years.
Lonsdale, for 800 years and is a thriving modern
business in an ancient landscape. Lowt her Castle and Gardens wil

gardens to visit. The Project
For years the significance and potential of Lowther and meets the criteria to be a flagship project for the Lake
Castle and Gardens had been recognised, but the District National Parkoés bid t
castle had deteriorated and since 1999 had been Site status.
on English Heritageds register of buildings most O0at
riskd6o. The gardens wer e ov Ee&Pmewevelopmentyvil attragt 125,000 visitors a year
vegetation, trees had grown into twisted shapes, and provide 17 full time jobs within the attraction and many
the remains of garden structures covered in moss more across Cumbria.

and lichen.




Lowther Castle

The first recorded house in the 12" Century was a
simple Opelebd tower.
1718, only 24 years after it was built, then stood in
partial ruin. The present building was chosen after
years of considering the designs of architects of
the day (including Colen Campbell, James Gibbs,
Matthew Brettingham and both Robert and James
Adam). Their drawings form a remarkable
collection in the Lonsdale Archive.

The chosen design was a castle of many turrets
and towers, built in 1806, the first commission of
Robert Smirke, who later built the British Museum.
The north and south facades (over 400 foot long)
and central tower still stand. The castle has been

l' i kened to 6an ol d | ady
quality of the pink ashlar stonework. Inside, the
decorations were in high Victorian Gothic style by
Pugin and many furnishings were brought back
from post-revolution France. A Sculpture Gallery
added in 1814, its plaster vaulted ceiling by
Bernasconi, the final piece of executed work in the
castle buildings, is the only surviving roofed part of
the castle but now badly damaged.

A two-storey stable block, almost as large as the
castle, contains fragments of the 17" century
house.

The last resident of Lowther Castle was the
colour ful 6Yell ow Earl 6,

The

second burnt down i n
with perfect skino, such is t
who | eft the castle in 1936.

Lowther Hall, the first of three known buildings on the site (above);
the East Sculpture gallery (above right) and in its current condition
(below right).




